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Rental Housing Programs 
Public housing, Section 8, rural housing, and 

low-income tax credit housing 
 
 
 
Rental housing programs provide… 
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Individuals or households qualify if… 
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Special considerations for immigrants and their families 
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HUD public housing and Section 8 programs 
-� .�����"������!��"������������#"�������#"��$�������$��+�
$�"��������"��������������������"���#"+������"�����������
��#"����5���������$���!��"�����/�$����������%����6 �

-� 4�#"���������$��"��������$���0�����#"�����""�"���%��
$�"������������������������"���#"���/���,��������
�""�"����#���+�$#��������#"�����7"�"#$"��/������$��
!�������+���"#���������������������� �

-� ��������������%#����"������$��,���0����0���%#������
������"����������!!��%���"+�$#������0�����#"������
���$��"������������%����������$����/�$�"������
������������"���#" �

�



PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY   153 
 

NILC  |  Guide to Immigrant Eligibility for Federal Programs  © 2002, revised Oct. 2005 

�

�

�

Rental Housing Programs 
ELIGIBLE IMMIGRANTS INELIGIBLE IMMIGRANTS 

HUD Public Housing and Section 8 Programs HUD Public Housing and Section 8 Programs 

Lawful permanent residents (LPRs) 
Lawful temporary residents under the general amnesty 
program created by the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 
1986 
Refugees, asylees, and persons granted withholding of 
deportation/removal 
Victims of trafficking 
Parolees 
Citizens of Micronesia, the Marshall Islands, and Palau 
Abused immigrants and Cuban/Haitian entrants are 
arguably eligible for these programs and have been granted 
access to public housing in some jurisdictions 

Immigrants not listed as eligible 

Rural Housing Programs Rural Housing Programs 

Section 515 rural rental housing:  
All immigrants, regardless of status, unless the RHS issues 
new regulations 

Section 514/516 Farm Labor Housing:  
LPRs (immigration status requirement applies only to head of 
household) 

Section 515 rural rental housing: 
None, unless the RHS issues new regulations 

Section 514/516 Farm Labor Housing: 
Families in which the head of household is neither a citizen 
nor an LPR 

Tax Credit (LIHTC) Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) Housing 

All immigrants, regardless of status None 
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RHS Section 514/516 farm labor housing 
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To apply, a person should… 
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���� continued from preceding page 

The laws governing housing programs appear at: 
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