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DREAM Act Reintroduced In Congress 

Bill Would Help Promote Fairness And Equality In Access To Higher Education, 
Says ACLU 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

May 11, 2011 

CONTACT: Claire O’Brien, (202) 675-2312; media@dcaclu.org 

WASHINGTON – The American Civil Liberties Union today welcomed the reintroduction in the Senate of 

the Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors (DREAM) Act, a bill that promotes fair access to 
higher education for all high school students, regardless of immigration status. The DREAM Act, 

reintroduced today by Sen. Richard Durbin (D-IL) and 31 co-sponsors, came close to passage in the 
previous Congress, passing in the House and falling just five votes short of the 60 required to move 

forward in the Senate. The DREAM Act is also expected to be introduced today in the House by Reps. 

Howard Berman (D-CA) and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL) with bipartisan support. 
 

“Congress has a second chance to make the right choice where the last Congress failed and pass the 
DREAM Act, a bill that would help thousands of bright, talented students reach their full potential,” said 

Laura W. Murphy, Director of the ACLU Washington Legislative Office. “The DREAM Act is a 

quintessentially American bill that will allow motivated young people to secure a better future for 
themselves and their families by contributing to the U.S. economy and American institutions, and we urge 

Congress to pass it.” 

The DREAM Act would provide affordable post-secondary education and military service opportunities for 

young undocumented immigrants who came to the U.S. as children, have lived here for at least five years 
and have graduated from high school. The DREAM Act has the support of President Obama and former 

Secretary of State Colin Powell, as well as countless other public officials, military and business leaders 
and educators. Secretary of Defense Robert Gates has underscored the DREAM Act’s benefits for military 

recruitment. 

The reintroduced bill includes a critical provision that would restore states’ authority to determine 

students’ residency for purposes of higher education benefits, a provision that was removed from the bill 
voted on by the last Congress. 

 
“Passing the DREAM Act would be a watershed moment for immigrants’ rights in America that is long 

overdue and vitally necessary,” said Joanne Lin, ACLU Legislative Counsel. “The students who stand to 

benefit from this bill are talented, motivated young people who want to continue serving their 
communities and build a future in the U.S. It would be a tribute to American values of fairness and equal 

opportunity to give them the chance to match their capabilities with achievements that will help our 
nation grow. Congress must come together, regardless of party, to ensure that all students can access 

every educational and military opportunity they have rightly earned.” 
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For Immediate Release Contact: Josh Goldstein/ Jennifer Angarita (202) 637-5018

Statement by AFL-CIO President Richard Trumka
On the Introduction of the DREAM Act

May 11, 2011

For young people today, there’s not a lot of good news: Few jobs, bad wages, high rent and little
recourse. For DREAM students, who have been in the United States for as long as they can
remember, the news is a lot worse. They worry about being thrown out of their adopted home
and have absolutely no chance of finding a job.

The AFL-CIO commends Sen. Durbin for introducing the DREAM Act today, which provides a
way for bright and talented young people who grew up in America to legalize their status and
achieve their potential. With the DREAM Act, these college educated workers or military
veterans will be given the opportunity to contribute to our nation’s economy and local
communities instead of being thrown out of them.

We urge Republicans in Congress to put aside their partisan agenda, recognize the plight of these
young Americans and take the moral path for our country and for our economy.

We commend the President for pushing for the DREAM Act, but the Administration can do
more now to provide relief to these young people who continue to be arrested, jailed and
threatened with deportation under his watch. The President can grant deferred action and other
measures to DREAM Act eligible youth – so we can stop deporting our nation’s future doctors,
engineers and teachers.

We strongly support the swift passage of the DREAM Act and call on all elected leaders to
protect the interests of our nation’s youth and working people.

###
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For Immediate Release 
May 11, 2011 

 

Contact: 

Cynthia Leonor Garza 

202/879-4447 

cgarza@aft.org 

www.aft.org 
 

Statement by Randi Weingarten,  

President, American Federation of Teachers,  

Urging Congress To Pass the DREAM Act 
 

 

WASHINGTON—The DREAM Act is the right thing to do for our country and for immigrant youth 

who have shown, through their hard work and commitment, an irrepressible desire to achieve their 

dreams. We applaud U.S. Sen. Richard Durbin (D-Ill.) and U.S. Reps. Howard Berman (D-Calif.) and 

Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-Fla.) for reintroducing the Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors 

(DREAM) Act today in Congress and for their tenacity in the face of indefensible opposition.  

 

The bill would create a pathway to legal status for qualified students who come to the United States 

before the age of 16 if they, in addition to meeting other requirements, complete at least two years of 

college or military service. 

 

Each year, about 65,000 undocumented students graduate from U.S. high schools. Among them are class 

leaders and valedictorians, straight-A students and idealistic young people whose goals include 

becoming tomorrow’s nurses, engineers, computer programmers and soldiers. It is a travesty to maintain 

barriers that hold back these students, instead of creating opportunities. We strongly urge Congress to 

consider and pass the DREAM Act now.  

 

### 

 
The AFT represents 1.5 million pre-K through 12th-grade teachers; paraprofessionals and other school-related 

personnel; higher education faculty and professional staff; federal, state and local government employees; nurses 
and healthcare workers; and early childhood educators. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:   CONTACTS: 

Wednesday, May 11, 2011    George Tzamaras or Jenny Werwa 

       202-507-7649           202-507-7628  

       gtzamaras@aila.org   jwerwa@aila.org 

 

 

 

AILA WELCOMES INTRODUCTION OF DREAM ACT IN CONGRESS 

 

WASHINGTON, DC -- The American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) 

welcomes the introduction today by Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL), Representatives 

Howard Berman (D-CA) and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL) and many other congressional 

leaders of the Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors Act, commonly 

known as the DREAM Act. The legislation gives thousands of young immigrants, who 

have grown up in the United States an opportunity to pursue the American dream. The 

DREAM Act passed the House of Representatives last November during the lame duck 

session of the 111
th

 Congress. While it had majority support in the Senate, it could not 

win enough votes to overcome procedural hurdles.  

 

"Today’s introduction marks a new day for the DREAM Act and the tens of thousands of 

high achieving young people who would benefit from the bill. This a new opportunity to 

get this bill over the finish line and onto the President’s desk for his signature,” said 

AILA President David Leopold.  

 

AILA has supported the DREAM Act since its first introduction in the 107
th

 Congress. 

The legislation would help tens of thousands of undocumented young people who have 

spent their childhoods in America to obtain legal standing by meeting certain criteria: 

They must have come to the U.S. before they turned 16, be under the age of 35, have 

lived in the U.S. for at least five years, graduated from high school or passed an 

equivalency exam, have "good moral character" and either attend college or enlist in the 

military for two years. 

 

In addition to calling for Congressional action on this legislation that would fix a piece of 

the immigration system, AILA would also support efforts by the President and 

Administration to exercise discretion when handling the immigration cases of people who 

would benefit from the DREAM Act.  

 

“The executive branch has the duty to set priorities in the enforcement of immigration 

laws, and this Administration has smartly focused on those convicted of serious crimes 

who threaten public safety.  These DREAM kids are not the ones DHS should go after. 
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Let’s deport the criminals and keep the students and servicemen here,” concluded 

Leopold. 

 
### 

 

The American Immigration Lawyers Association is the national association of immigration 

lawyers established to promote justice, advocate for fair and reasonable immigration law and 

policy, advance the quality of immigration and nationality law and practice, and enhance the 

professional development of its members. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    Contact:  Leonie Campbell-Williams 
May 11, 2011       (202) 492-4591 
        lcampbell@advancingequality.org 
 

Asian American Center for Advancing Justice Sees Reintroductions of DREAM Act as 
Critical Opportunity for Lasting Reform   

Asian American groups applaud Senator Durbin and Representatives Berman and Ros-Lehtinen 
for their leadership on a bill that would help thousands of young people earn legal status 

WASHINGTON – The Asian American Center for Advancing Justice commends Senator 
Durbin (D-Ill.) and Representatives Berman (D-Calif.) and Ros-Lehtinen (R-Fla.) for 
reintroducing the Development Relief, and Education for Alien Minors Act (DREAM Act). The 
DREAM Act would allow young people a path to legal immigration status by meeting strict 
requirements, including completing two years of college or military service.  

“We applaud Senator Durbin and Representatives Berman and Ros-Lehtinen for their committed 
leadership on this issue,” said Karen K. Narasaki, president and executive director of the Asian 
American Justice Center. “These young people are American in every sense except for 
paperwork, and passing the DREAM Act is just the first step in fixing our outdated immigration 
system.” 

“I’m about to graduate from college with a degree I can’t even use if the DREAM Act doesn’t pass soon.” 
said Catherine, a 22-year-old undocumented Filipina San Francisco Bay Area resident. “I’ve been here 
almost all my life and I still feel like an outsider.  All I want to do is give back to the community I call 
home.”  

An estimated 65,000 students--many of whom are Asian Americans--graduate from a U.S. high 
school every year without legal immigration status.  

“We are seeing more Asian American students get caught up in our broken immigration system 
and it just doesn’t make sense for us to deport these young people when they have been an 
integral part of the fabric of our society,” said Stewart Kwoh, president and executive director of 
the Asian Pacific American Legal Center. 
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Last December, the U.S. House of Representatives passed the DREAM Act and a majority of 
U.S. Senators approved it, but it was just five votes short of the 60 needed to overcome a 
Republican filibuster.  

“This bill has a long history of broad bipartisan support and it would be a disappointment to see 
this common-sense bill get lost in party politics,” said Tuyet Le, executive director of the Asian 
American Institute. 

Titi Liu, executive director of the Asian Law Caucus, added: “We need lasting immigration 
reforms for our country and we hope the Obama administration will show leadership and provide 
much needed administrative relief for these young people.”  

# # # 

The Asian American Center for Advancing Justice (www.advancingjustice.org) works to promote a fair and 
equitable society for all by working for civil and human rights and empowering Asian Americans and Pacific 

Islanders and other underserved communities, and  is comprised of the Asian American Justice Center in 
Washington, D.C. (www.advancingequality.org),  the Asian American Institute in Chicago (www.aaichicago.org), 
the Asian Law Caucus (www.asianlawcaucus.org) in San Francisco and the Asian Pacific American Legal Center 

(www.apalc.org) in Los Angeles.  
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Campus Progress Praises Re-Introduction of the DREAM Act 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May 11, 2011 
Contact: Katie Andriulli 
(202) 481-8238 or kandriulli@americanprogress.org 
 
WASHINGTON, DC—Statement of Eduardo Garcia, Immigration Associate at Campus Progress (the youth 
division of the Center for American Progress), on the re-introduction of the DREAM Act today in the Senate and 
House: 
Today, Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL) announced the reintroduction of the DREAM Act in the 112th Congress, and 
Representatives Howard Berman (D-CA) and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL) plan to introduce a similar bill in the 
House later this afternoon. The DREAM Act, which would give hardworking immigrant youth the opportunity to 
earn their legal status through higher education or military service, was originally introduced in 2001, and has 
enjoyed bipartisan support in Congress and from leaders in the business, religious, and civil rights communities. 
Today’s announcements reflect that leaders on both sides of the aisle agree: The DREAM Act is commonsense 
legislation whose time has come. 
 
The DREAM Act would benefit talented youth like Ana, a Sociology major at the University of California-Los 
Angeles, whose family came to the United States from the Philippines when she was only eight-years-old. Ana is 
a high-achieving student and a tireless advocate for the DREAM Act in her community. She hopes that Congress 
once again takes action on this bill so that she can pursue a career in journalism after completing her 
undergraduate studies. 
 
President Obama has come out in strong support of the DREAM Act, and yet his administration has already 
deported more people than any before it. This discrepancy between the President’s words and his actions has 
produced real, devastating consequences for DREAMers and their families. It is our sincere hope that, until the 
DREAM Act is passed, the President changes course and protects the future of Ana and others like her by steering 
clear of increasingly harsh and expensive enforcement policies that are leading our country down an unproductive 
and dangerous path. 
 
Momentum around the DREAM Act has not diminished, even in a climate where political gridlock often stalls 
progress on pivotal, common-sense legislation. Campus Progress and the young people with whom we work 
believe in the American values of justice, fairness, and opportunity for all, which is why, together with 
DREAMers and allies, Campus Progress is renewing efforts to convince Congress to pass this critical legislation. 
We commend Senator Durbin and Representatives Berman and Ros-Lehtinen for their continued leadership on 
this issue, and for standing with immigrant youth. We look forward to continuing the fight together. 
 
For more information, or to speak to Eduardo Garcia, please contact Katie Andriulli at 202-481-8238 / 
kandriulli@americanprogress.org. 

### 
 

Campus Progress is the youth division of the Center for American Progress, a nonpartisan, nonprofit progressive 
organization. Through programs in activism, journalism, and events, Campus Progress helps young people make 
their voices heard now on issues that matter, and works with young leaders and organizations nationwide to build 
a strong, united progressive movement that can bring long-term positive change. Campus Progress runs a daily 
web magazine, CampusProgress.org; supports student publications on 50 campuses; supports local and national 
youth issue campaigns; and has held over 900 events. For more information, please visit Campusprogress.org. 
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For Immediate Release
May 11, 2011

Contact
Raúl Arce-Contreras, 202.478.5318
rarcecontreras@americanprogress.org

STATEMENT: CAP's Angela M. Kelley on DREAM Act Introduction

The following is a statement from Angela M. Kelley, Vice President for Immigration Policy and Advocacy at
the Center for American Progress, on the introduction of the DREAM Act today in the U.S. House and
Senate:

Sens. Dick Durbin (D-IL), Harry Reid (D-NV), Robert Menendez (D-NJ), and their colleagues, as well
as Reps. Howard Berman (D-CA) and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL), are to be commended for
reintroducing the Development Relief and Education of Alien Minors or DREAM Act today. Thirty-two
senators have signed on as co-sponsors in a testament to the importance of this legislation and its
broad support in Congress. We also want to acknowledge and congratulate Sens. Mark Begich (D-
AK), Richard Blumenthal (D-CT), and Chris Coons (D-DE) for signing on as original co-sponsors for
the first time.

The DREAM Act is a sensible bill with strict requirements for a defined group of immigrant youth. It
provides a tough but fair pathway to legal status for undocumented children who complete high
school and some college or military service. The bill recognizes the basic moral principle that children
brought to this country at a young age, and who know no other home, should not be destined to
living their lives on the margins of society. But this bill makes economic as well as moral sense.
Passing this legislation will allow these youths to advance their studies or join the military, and to
realize their full economic potential. That is good for America and according to one study could add
$1.4 trillion to the U.S. economy in additional earnings over their lifetimes.

To be sure, the DREAM Act will not solve all of our immigration issues. But everyone should be able
to agree that creating opportunities for the next generation of leaders in this country is something we
can and should do now. Ultimately, Congress will need to overcome the partisan gridlock that has
blocked the long overdue and desperately needed overhaul of our nation’s immigration policies.
Passing the DREAM Act would be a good step forward toward breaking that logjam.

The DREAM Act passed the House in December, and it came within a few votes of passing the
Senate, with a majority of senators voting in favor. We can do better. Let’s pass the DREAM Act now.

To speak to CAP's experts on this issue, please contact Raul Arce-Contreras at
rarcecontreras@americanprogress.org or 202.478.5318.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 11, 2011

CONTACT: Katie Peters
202.657.0685 (office)

202.445.4312 (cell)
KatieP@firstfocus.net

DREAM Act Provides a Brighter Future
for Hundreds of Thousands of Children
Washington D.C. – Today, Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL) introduced the Development, Relief, and
Education for Alien Minors (DREAM) Act. The bill would provide undocumented students who have
grown up in the United States with the opportunity to earn permanent legal status by meeting certain
requirements, including completing two years of college or military service.

Bruce Lesley, President of the First Focus Campaign for Children, issued the following statement:

“We are pleased that once again Senator Durbin is demonstrating his steadfast support of children and
youth by introducing the DREAM Act. In doing so, he is heeding the advice of military, business, religious,
and education leaders as well as listening to the majority of the American people who agree that this bill is the
right thing to do for our children and our country. The young people who would benefit from the DREAM
Act have grown up here, been educated in our schools, and deserve the opportunity to give back to the
country they call home.

“Passage of the DREAM Act would mean that Eric Balderas, a Harvard biology major who came to the U.S.
when he was just 4 years old, can pursue his dream of one day finding a cure for cancer. Passage of the
DREAM Act would mean that Laura Lopez, a college graduate who was brought to the U.S. when she was
just 1 year old, can achieve her dream of attending law school. And passage of the DREAM Act would mean
that hundreds of thousands of children enrolled in our elementary and secondary schools can one day realize
their dreams of becoming the future doctors, teachers, and engineers our nation so greatly needs Nobody
benefits from denying incredibly smart young people like Eric Balderas or Laura Lopez a pathway to
citizenship in the United States. They have much to offer our country and it is a waste of human talent and
skill to deny these young people the ability to give back to the only country they know and love.

“We applaud Senator Durbin and the Administration for continuing to champion this critical piece of
legislation. In his 2012 State of the Union Address, the President stated that it ‘makes no sense’ to deport
children who had nothing to do with the actions of their parents. Thus, we are deeply concerned that so
many young people continue to be arrested, jailed and sometimes deported, and we strongly urge the
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Administration to provide relief to these youth so that they no longer have to live in fear.

“We look forward to working with Congress, the Administration, national and state partners, and the young
leaders of the DREAM movement to pass this important legislation. And until that day comes, we will also
continue pushing for immediate solutions to protect these young people from further harm, and hold our
nation’s leaders accountable for doing right by our children.”

###

The First Focus Campaign for Children is a 501(c)(4) nonprofit organization affiliated with First Focus, a bipartisan children’s advocacy
organization. The Campaign for Children advocates directly for legislative change in Congress to ensure children and families are a priority in
federal policy and budget decisions.
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HACU applauds DREAM Act reintroduction 

HACU requesting Deferred Action on DREAM Act student 

deportations 

The Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities (HACU) strongly applauds the 

reintroduction of the DREAM Act (Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors Act) in 

the112th Congress. The DREAM Act provides a path to citizenship for young undocumented 

immigrants and allows them to have access to benefits including the health care exchanges. 

"We strongly support Senator Durbin's introduction of the DREAM Act in the Senate and 

Congressman Berman’s and Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen’s introduction of the bill in the 

House of Representatives in the 112th Congress and will continue to work to pass the 

legislation,” said HACU President and CEO Antonio R. Flores. The bills put deserving and hard-

working young people who attend college or join the military on the path to U.S. citizenship. 

HACU has taken a strong position in advocating for the DREAM Act for many years. On April 

26, Flores sent a letter to President Obama  urging him to use his executive power to prevent 

the deportation of DREAM Act students. HACU is urging colleges and universities to send 

similar letters asking the President to stop the deportation of DREAM Act students. 
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HIAS Applauds Introduction of the DREAM Act 
 

(New York, NY – May 11, 2011) HIAS, the international migration agency of the American 

Jewish community, applauds Senator Richard Durbin (D-IL) and Representatives Howard 

Berman (D-CA-28) and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL-18) for their introduction of the 

Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors (DREAM) Act in both the House and the 

Senate.  If passed, the DREAM Act would provide a six-year path to a green card for 

undocumented children brought to the U.S. more than five years ago if they graduate from high 

school and continue on to college or military service. 

 

According to Melanie Nezer, HIASô Senior Director for U.S. Policy and Advocacy, many of the 

50,000-65,000 undocumented students who graduate from American high schools each year 

ñwere brought to the U.S. when they were very young and grew up in American schools, 

learning American values, and experiencing American culture.ò 

 

The DREAM Act would help break the cycle of underemployment, instability, and poverty 

endured by undocumented immigrants and could reduce dropout rates, criminal justice costs, and 

the need for public assistance.  It would also reward good behavior by young people who, despite 

their circumstances, have worked hard and remained in school.  Last December, despite 

bipartisan support from a majority of members of Congress, the Senate failed to invoke cloture 

on the DREAM Act. 

 

Click here for more information about the DREAM Act. 
 

-#- 
Founded in 1881, HIAS, the international migration agency of the American Jewish community, is the oldest 

international migration and refugee resettlement agency in the United States.  Dedicated to assisting persecuted 
and oppressed people worldwide and delivering them to countries of safe haven, to date HIAS has assisted more 

than 4.5 million people. 
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