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REID STATEMENT ON REINTRODUCTION OF THE DREAM ACT

Washington, D.C. --Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid issued the following statement
after Sen. Dick Durbin (D-IL) reintroduced the DREAM Act, of which Reid is an original
cosponsor, earlier today. This bill would give undocumented children who currently have
no way to legalize their immigration status the opportunity to apply for citizenship and to
go to college or defend our country in the U.S. Armed Forces.

“l applaud Sen. Durbin for standing up once more for an idea that economically benefits
our nation and that is smart and fair.

“l once met a young woman in Lyon County, Nevada, who was brought to the United
States at a very young age and had been here since she could remember. She was the
smartest girl in her class and wanted to go to college, but had no options because she had
no legal immigration status. Her potential was probably not realized and our country lost
the contribution this smart young woman could have made to our economy and her
community.

“For many of these young people, America is the only homeland they know. Giving them
the opportunity to educate themselves, or to defend our country, is good for them and for
our nation. This law would grant these children temporary status while they go to college
or serve in the Armed Forces. If they graduate or serve honorably, and stay out of trouble,
they would be eligible for a green card and eventually for citizenship.

“This bill is one step in fixing our broken immigration system. We need comprehensive
reform that is tough, fair and practical. We need to secure our northern and southern
borders; we need to ensure that every work has legal authorization to work; and we need
to require the estimated 12 million undocumented immigrants in this country to come out
of the shadows, register with the government and apply for legal status, pay taxes and
fines, learn English, and stay out of trouble.

“The DREAM Act is a very important first step. I thank Sen. Durbin for his work on this
important piece of legislation, and | will continue to be a strong advocate for it in the
Senate.”
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