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About NILC
Established in 1979, the National Immigration Law Center (NILC) is the 
primary national legal advocacy organization in the U.S. exclusively 
dedicated to defending and advancing the rights and opportunities of low-
income immigrants and their families.

At NILC, we believe that all people who live in the United States—regardless 
of their race, gender, or immigration or economic status—should have equal 
opportunity to achieve their full human potential. Over the past 36 years, 
NILC has protected fundamental rights through landmark legal decisions and 
has advanced policies that promote equality, opportunity, and justice for all.

We use multiple, integrated strategies to advance NILC’s mission: litigation, 
advocacy, and strategic communications. We also conduct trainings, publish 
educational materials, and provide legal counsel and strategic advice to 
educate a wide range of audiences about complex legal and policy matters 
that affect immigrants’ lives.

And we have a long history of helping other advocacy groups connect with 
each other to develop joint strategies that address common concerns. This 
unique bridge-building capacity is among NILC’s core strengths.

We tremendously value our partnership with NILC and its 
team of rock stars. NILC staff’s expertise and understanding 
of the work is incredibly helpful and insightful. 

We couldn’t have made the great strides we have here in 
Colorado without NILC’s support! 

—Julien Ross, Executive Director,  
Colorado Immigrant Rights Coalition



Here’s a Glimpse into the   
Health Care Work We Did 2014Our Commitment to  

Health Care Responded to 1,026 
questions about 
immigrant health care 
issues from  people  
in 33 states across  
the country.

Created 10 publications on immigrant access to health care. 
Top-viewed pages: Immigrants & the Affordable Care Act: 64,103 
unique visitors; Health Care & DACA: 29,231 unique visitors; ACA 
& Mixed-Status Families: 5,635 unique visitors.

Getting access to affordable, quality health care is a major concern for all of us. One of NILC’s 
program priorities is to ensure that low-income immigrants are able to address health 
problems when they arise, so they can remain healthy. Despite political hurdles, NILC has 
helped advance policies that improve low-income immigrants’ access to affordable health 
care and has raised awareness about other policies that jeopardize immigrants’ ability to 
meet their health care needs. We have tried to make sure that the Affordable Care Act covers 
the greatest number of low-income immigrants as possible, to minimize the barriers that low-
income immigrants face in seeking health care coverage, and to promote creative solutions 
for providing uninsured immigrants with basic, nonemergency health care services.

   
  

  

 

 
 

Conducted 45 trainings related to overcoming barriers 
to the ACA and safety-net programs for immigrants.45

Trained 6,341 ACA assisters, 
enrollers, navigators,  

& call center staff  
during 8 trainings sponsored  

by the U.S. Dept. of  
Health & Human Services.

Educated 10,959 people on health care issues  
faced by low-income immigrants through  
NILC training presentations.

Saw an over 83% increase in subsciptions  
to our Health Care Issues email list.



Program 
Highlights
In 2014, our immigrant-led movement fought for—and 
won—the most sweeping policy changes our nation’s 
immigration system has seen in decades. The National 
Immigration Law Center supported all these advocacy 
efforts. 

But we didn’t stop there. We also devoted our energies 
and legal know-how to making sure that policies to 
improve access to health care, driver’s licenses, and 
the right to remain with one’s family were being fully 
and fairly implemented. 

Here are snapshots of some the work we accomplished 
in 2014.

Minimizing DACA Renewal Delays
June 15, 2014, marked exactly two years since the 
landmark Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) initiative was created. DACA has helped over 
600,000 young people who grew up in the U.S. live 
without fearing deportation, pursue their educations, 
and get jobs to help provide for their families.

For two years now, NILC has worked with legal service 
partners to provide potential DACA beneficiaries with 
quality legal advice so they understand how to apply. 
And we’ve also notified federal officials charged with 
implementing DACA about challenges applicants 
have faced, sharing recommendations for how the 
government can improve the application process.

When the Department of Homeland Security 
published guidelines last summer about how DACA 
beneficiaries could renew their deportation deferrals 
and work authorization for another two-year period, 
thousands filed the required paperwork as instructed. 

But even when they submitted their applications 
within the time frame recommended by U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services, many 
faced long waits while the agency reviewed their 
applications. These delays meant that some applicants 
risked having their work permits lapse, which could 

have cost them their jobs.  

This included young people like Judy.* After receiving 
DACA, she got a full-time job at a dental office, earning 
income to support herself and help her family pay 
the rent and other household bills. In danger of losing 
her job because her work permit was about to expire, 
she contacted USCIS to check the status of her DACA 
renewal application. She received a standard reply: her 
case was still under review. 

Last year, NILC attorneys intervened in the cases of 
over 50 people like Judy. We documented the DACA 
renewal problems they were having, provided them 
with legal advice, and persuaded USCIS to try to speed 
up its review of applications filed on time so that 
people wouldn’t lose their jobs. We also recommended 
ways the agency could, from here on out, minimize 
these risks for DACA beneficiaries who submit their 
renewal applications by the deadline. 

We remain committed to making sure that as many 
immigrant youths as possible realize their dreams in 
the only country they call home. This resolve fuels our 
ongoing DACA advocacy, education, and outreach.

*Not her real name.

Improving Access to Driver’s Licenses
For most people, a driver’s license is more than just 
permission to drive. Your license can help you prove 
that you are who you say you are. It can show that you 
are a resident of the state in which you live, work, and 
pay taxes. And having been issued a license means 
you are a trained and tested driver—which translates 
into increased road safety for everyone. 

Most undocumented immigrants live in states that still 
prohibit them from being issued driver’s licenses, but 
this is beginning to change. After passage of its Safe 
and Responsible Driver Act (AB 60) in 2013, California 
geared up to become, beginning January 2, 2015, the 
tenth state to allow all eligible residents, regardless of 

immigration status, to apply for permission to drive. 
This was a huge undertaking for the state, since it was 
clear that demand would be very high. Advocates 
and state officials knew that a bumpy rollout could 
discourage potential future applicants from coming 
forward to apply, which would undermine the success 
of this important law. 

NILC staff and other California advocates met many 
times with state officials to offer feedback on proposed 
regulations and procedures for implementing 
the new law. On January 2, California was ready. 
Dire predictions of swamped offices and major 
backlogs were proven false, and tens of thousands of 
applications were processed in a timely way. 

We didn’t stop there. Having heard credible reports 
that U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
agents had gotten access to driver’s license 
information in other states to use in some of their 
enforcement actions, NILC staff filed a Freedom of 
Information Act request to learn more about how 
the federal government uses DMV databases to 
conduct immigration enforcement. This request, 
and subsequent litigation to force the government 
to hand over the requested documents, will allow 
us to understand if and how states might restrict the 
ways DMV databases may be used for immigration 
enforcement. Our goal is to ensure that most 
immigrants can apply for licenses without fear that the 
information they provide will end up in the hands of 
immigration authorities.  

The fight to make it possible for all drivers to be tested, 
licensed, and insured isn’t over yet. We’re committed 
to improving access to licenses for all residents, no 
matter where they were born. 

Defending Executive  
Actions on Immigration
On November 20, 2014, President Obama announced 
the biggest changes to immigration policy in 
more than a quarter century. These changes, 
once implemented, will allow millions of aspiring 
Americans to apply for the opportunity to contribute 
more fully to the communities and country they have 
made their home. 

For more than a year before these changes were 
announced, NILC staff backed the immigrant-led 
efforts that finally resulted in this policy victory. And 
today we continue to fight to protect these wins, both 
in the courtroom and within immigrant communities 
across the country. 

When the president and members of his policy team 
initially expressed uncertainty about making these 
policy changes, NILC staff encouraged them to listen to 
experts who argued that the changes would have both 
a sound legal basis and historical precedent. These 
legal scholars and experts made the persuasive case 
that aspiring Americans can and should be protected 
from deportation if they meet certain criteria. 

When the president finally announced his 
immigration initiatives on November 20, they 
were immediately attacked by anti-immigrant 
policymakers, and NILC was called on to defend 
them. On December 2, Executive Director Marielena 
Hincapié mounted a forceful defense of the initiatives 
before the House of Representatives’ Judiciary 
Committee, answering sometimes hostile questions 
and responding to anti-immigrant attacks for more 
than two hours. 

Marielena had a few special guests in the room with 
her during this important congressional hearing. They 
included Lupita, a 13-year-old U.S. citizen, her sister, 
and her mother, who should be eligible to apply for a 
work permit and protection from deportation once the 
president’s initiatives take effect. 

Lupita’s family has been a pillar of their local 
community and economy. Although Lupita’s parents 
have been in the U.S. for many years, they are unable to 
contribute more fully due to their lack of immigration 
status. In order to thrive at school and elsewhere, 
Lupita and her younger sister need for their parents to 
live free from fear of deportation. 

Whether by educating policymakers, writing court 
briefs, or supporting community organizers, we will 
not rest until children like Lupita are able to achieve 
their dreams of keeping their families together. 



Thank You
We are deeply grateful to the following supporters who made our work & accomplishments 
in 2014 possible.* Thank you for your commitment to NILC’s vision.

FOUNDATIONS

•     21st Century ILGWU Heritage Fund
•     Blue Shield of California Foundation
•     California Community Foundation
•     The California Endowment
•     The California Wellness Foundation
•     Carnegie Corporation of New York
•     David and Lucile Packard Foundation
•     Equal Justice Works
•     Evelyn and Walter Haas, Jr. Fund
•     Ford Foundation
•     Ford Foundation/Institute of  
       International Education
•     Four Freedoms Fund
•     Grove Foundation
•     Hagedorn Foundation
•     Hunt Alternatives Fund
•     Impact Fund
•     James Irvine Foundation
•     J.M. Kaplan Fund
•     Levi-Strauss Foundation
•     Open Society Foundations
•     Rosenberg Foundation
•     State Bar of California Legal Services  
       Trust Fund Program
•     Unbound Philanthropy

CORPORATIONS, LAW FIRMS, & UNIONS

•     Alliance for Citizenship/Immigration  
        Reform Education Fund
•     Alliance San Diego
•     American Civil Liberties Union  
       Foundation of Southern California
•     American Federation of State,  
       County & Municipal Employees
•     American Federation of Teachers – AFL-CIO
•     American Immigration Lawyers  
       Association – Southern California Chapter
•     The American Israel Public Affairs Committee
•     America’s Voice Education Fund
•     Asian Americans Advancing Justice – Los Angeles
•     Asian Pacific Policy & Planning Council
•     Baker Botts LLP
•     Bush Gottlieb
•     California Immigrant Policy Center
•     California Pan-Ethnic Health Network
•     California Teachers Association
•     Center for Community Change
•     Center on Budget & Policy Priorities
•     Community Catalyst

•     Cresa Partners of Washington DC, Inc.
•     Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy, LLP
•     Goldman, Sachs & Co. Matching Gift Program
•     Holy Union Sisters, Inc.
•     Immigrant Legal Resource Center
•     Kazan, McClain, Abrams, Lyons,  
       Greenwood & Harley
•     Koreatown Immigrant Workers Alliance
•     Laborers’ International Union of North America
•     Los Angeles County Federation of Labor
•     Los Dorados Cargo
•     National Domestic Workers Alliance
•     National Education Association
•     National Health Law Program
•     National Hispanic Media Coalition
•     National Immigration Forum
•     National Latina Institute for Reproductive Health
•     National Lawyers Guild Labor  
       & Employment Committee
•     Neighborhood Legal Services  
       of Los Angeles County
•     Northwest Health Law Advocates
•     Orange County Labor Federation
•     Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
•     Pitta & Giblin LLP
•     Pitta Bishop Del Giorno & Giblin LLC
•     ProAmerica Bank
•     Prometheus International, Inc.
•     QGA Public Affairs
•     SABEResPODER
•     Santa Clara County Asian Law Alliance
•     Schwartz, Steinsapir, Dohrmann & Sommers LLP
•     SEIU United Long Term Care Workers, Local 6434
•     SEIU United Service Workers West
•     Service Employees International Union
•     Service Employees International Union, Local 721
•     Teamsters, Local 396
•     Union Bank
•     UNITE HERE!
•     United Food and Commercial Workers  
       International Union
•     United Food and Commercial Workers, Local 770
•     United Nurses Associations of California/ 
       Union of Health Care Professionals
•     United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
•     Univision Communications, Inc.
•     USC Dornsife Center for the  
       Study of Immigrant Integration
•     V.A. Immigration Services
•     Van Der Hout, Brigagliano & Nightingale, LLP
•     Weinberg, Roger & Rosenfeld 

INDIVIDUALS

•     Brie P. Aalto
•     Miishe Addy
•     Magdalena & Jose Aguayo
•     Marisa Aguayo
•     Wendy Aibel-Weiss
•     Omar Alcala
•     Rita Alcala & Raul H. Villa
•     Joel Aldape
•     Jennifer Alfaro
•     Nevine Ali
•     Eric Allen
•     AllianceBernstein  
       Foundation Fund
•     Nicole Altman
•     Daniel Altschuler
•     Norman & Jo Amer
•     Vibiana Andrade
•     Caio Arellano
•     Lorena Avila
•     Elena Aviles
•     Victoria Bachan
•     Kara Bandstra
•     Marcia Barinaga
•     Della Barnett
•     Gabriela Barrera
•     Ellen Sittenfeld Battistelli
•     Dorothy Beck
•     Maris Beckerman
•     Paul-Jon Benson
•     Patricia Berghuis
•     Andrea Biren
•     Jonathan Blazer
•     Richard Boswell
•     Sam Brooke
•     Cynthia Buiza
•     Nashville Burrola
•     Simon Burrow
•     Ayisha Byrd
•     Michael Victor Caesar
•     Araceli Campos
•     Geraldine Carolan
•     Daniel Carrillo
•     Tina Castanares
•     Edith Castaneda
•     Sylvia P. Celestino
•     James Charatan
•     Ari Chavez
•     Shiu-Ming Cheer
•     Mayanne Chess
•     Muzaffar A. Chishti
•     Young Nam Choi
•     Ana Cisneros
•     Maria Cisneros
•     Charles Claver
•     Laura Conn
•     Elizabeth Sainz Cope
•     Cheye-Ann Corona
•     Ricardo Cortes
•     Angela Cortez
•     Francisco Covarrubias
•     Phyllis Coven
•     John Creane
•     Jamie Crook
•     Luis Crouch
•     Travis Cultreri
•     Laura Danca
•     Adela de la Torre
•     Adela de la Torre  
       & Stephen Bartlett
•     Aurelio de los Santos Ortiz
•     Ellie Dehghan
•     Reyna Diaz
•     Sandra Diaz
•     Amy Diaz-Infante
•     Julie Dinnerstein
•     Eric Drattell
•     Laura Dunn
•     Michelle Muñoz Durk
•     Sara & Michael Ellenberg
•     Lindsay Ellis
•     Allen Erenbaum
•     Hassan Essaheb
•     Arnoldo Fabela
•     Priscilla Fairbank
•     Akram Faizer

•     Norma Fajardo
•     Fred Feinstein
•     Alex Flecker
•     Virginia Flores
•     Mona Foad
•     Rebecca Fontaine
•     Aaron Fox
•     Marisol Franco
•     Bruce Friedman
•     Tova Fry
•     Georgia Fu
•     Viridiana Gallardo-King
•     Destiny Garcia
•     Silvia Contreras Garcia
•     Lilia Garcia-Brower
•     Lissett Gardano Espinoza
•     Alex Gerson
•     Charles Gill
•     Charles Gillig
•     Laura Goldblum
•     Iris Gomez & Phillip J. Kassel
•     Manuel Gomez
•     Andrea Gonzalez
•     Inez Gonzalez
•     Javier Gonzalez
•     Sara Gould & Rick Surpin
•     Elise H. Greven
•     Andrea Guerrero
•     Patricia Gurrola
•     Lucas Guttentag
•     Ernest Hadley  
       & Annie Mullins
•     Daniel Hawkins
•     Mark Helm
•     Michael & Phyllis Herman
•     John & Rachel Heuman
•     Flower Hill
•     Carlos Hincapié
•     Marina Hincapié
•     Ella Hirst
•     Rachel Hochhauser
•     Matt Hockney
•     Bruce Hodge
•     Colleen Hodgetts
•     Diane & Jim Holland
•     Jack Holtzman
•     Alfredo Huante
•     Alvaro Moises Huerta
•     Manuel Huerta
•     Emilie Hyams
•     William Imhof
•     Daisy Isarraras
•     Mary Jaklevick
•     Tom Jawetz
•     Tom Jennings
•     Linton Joaquin  
       & Lorena Muñoz
•     D. Jones
•     Jayson Joseph
•     Robert Juceam
•     John Kang
•     Amreen Karmali
•     Sangita Karra
•     Jennifer Katz
•     Michael Kaufman
•     Manijeh Kaviani-Nejad  
       & Reza Badiee
•     Kebok Foundation
•     Kiara Kempski
•     Dan Kesselbrenner
•     Anita Khashu
•     Kathy Khommarath
•     John Kim
•     Richard D. King
•     John Kinnecome
•     Kevin Kish
•     Matthew Kugizaki
•     Marcia Kupferberg
•     Tonatiu Landon
•     Claudia Lara
•     Gregory Laskowsky
•     Marjorie Lasky
•     Joa Laville & Terry Mercer
•     Andrea Lee
•     Angela Lee
•     Emma Leheny
•     Andres Leon

•     Isaac Levey
•     Lisa Levy
•     Gening Liao
•     Mary Liepold
•     Robert Lightfoot  
       & Susan Walker
•     Adam Lisagor
•     Laura & Stuart Baskes Litwin
•     Robert Lloyd
•     Cynthia Lomeli
•     Sarah Longstreth
•     Francisco Lopez
•     Maribel Lopez
•     Tania Lopez
•     Tony Lopez
•     Francis Lorah
•     Charles & Susan Lynch
•     Ellen Lynch
•     James Lynch
•     Jennifer Lynch
•     Judith Lynch
•     Sharon Lynch
•     Angelica Maciel
•     Jose Maciel
•     Mackenzie & Allan Mackins
•     Gregory Magarian
•     John Mamminga
•     Jack Martin
•     Patricia Martinez
•     Brian McInerney
•     Zoe McKelvey
•     Patrice L. Meier
•     Martha Melendrez
•     Alejandro Mendoza
•     Sheila Miller
•     Margaret Mintz
•     Juan Miranda
•     Cicili Mislang
•      Taraneh Moayed
•     Dani Moore
•     Jordana Mosten
•     Hiroshi Motomura
•     Nelson Motto
•     Anahita Moussavian
•     Hamideh & Nemat  
       Moussavian
•     Roxana Moussavian
•     Nadine Moustafa
•     Victor Narro
•     Karla Navarrete
•     Paola Neri
•     The New York  
       Community Trust
•     Alex Nogales
•     Priscilla Noriega
•     Bob & Kathleen Norris
•     Juan Ochoa
•     Linda Okeiyi
•     Maria D. Olaguez
•     Sonia Olinto  
       & Michael Saperstein
•     Michael Olivas &  
       Dr. Augustina H. Reyes
•     Ana M. & Agustin Orozco
•     Jaqueline Orozco
•     Luis A. Pachecano
•     Dina Palivos
•     Lynn Patinkin
•     Caitlin Patler
•     Catherine Patler
•     Kathleen Patterson
•     Mayron Payes
•     Zacil Pech
•     Michael Peel
•     Patricia Pei
•     Bill & Terry Pelster
•     Claudia Perez
•     Law Office of Ricardo Perez
•     Kelly & Tamika Perigoe
•     Claudia Pezza
•     Christalla Plati
•     Rebecca Popuch
•     Morelia Portillo
•     Victoria Preciado
•     George Prochnik
•     Victoria Pulos
•     Jack Quinn

•     Christopher Rassi
•     Guity Razavi
•     Rudra Rebbapragada
•      Philip R. Recht
•     Leonard Reed
•     Loyda Alvarado Renteria
•     Phyllis Rideout
•     Elizabeth Roberts
•     Peter Robinson
•     Joanna Robles
•     Allan G. Rodgers
•     Maria Ignacia Rodriguez
•     Daniel Rojas
•     George Rosen
•     Miguel Ruiz &  
       Bianca Alcala-Ruiz
•     Vicki Ruiz & Victor Becerra
•     Mary Ryan
•     Elizabeth & Robert Saenger
•     Fabiola Santiago
•     Mark A. Schneider
•     Frances Schreiberg
•     Dara L. Schur
•     Kevin Scott
•     Gary Sernovitz  
       & Molly Pulda
•     Jim Sessions & Fran Ansley
•      Betzabel & Dikran Sevlian
•     Shah & Associates, A  
       Professional Law Corp. 
•     Daniel Sharp
•     Rebecca Shehee
•     Margarita Rubalcava  
       Shulman
•     Hooshang Silanee
•     Sahra Silanee
•     Angel Sistos
•     Jacqueline Smethurst
•     Gregory Smith
•     Nuvia Solis
•     Joan Sprinson
•     Keisha Stanford
•     Joshua Stehlik
•     Tisha Stima
•     Dianne Stone
•     Dave Strang
•     Michael Strauss
•     Sally Ann Strul
•     Suki Swaroop
•     Mark Tajima
•     Ghazal Tajmiri
•     Wesley Tanaka
•     Douglas Taurel
•     John Templeton Sr.
•     Linda Tivorsak
•     Laurence Tobin
•     Marla Tofle & Bruce Fenton
•     Stacy Tolchin
•     Erika Patricia 
       Crenshaw Torres
•     Gregory Townsend
•     Emily Tulli
•     Gladdys Uribe
•     Elica Vafaie
•     Sonia Valdez
•     Concepcion Valenzuela
•     Hernán Vera
•     Osvi Vera
•     Allan Vides
•     Ramon Villalpando
•     Scott Walker
•     William Watson
•     Deborah Weissman
•     Jonathan Wells
•     The Werner-Kohnstamm   
       Family Fund
•     Courtney Williams
•     Ronald Winchel
•     Carol Wolchok
•     Wei C. Wong
•     Stephen Yale-Loehr
•     Patty Yancey
•     SuYon Yi
•     Noah Zatz
•     Patricia Zavala  

*Those recognized here contributed during NILC’s 2013–14 fiscal year, which covers the period from July 1, 2013, through June 30, 2014.



Financial  
Statement
Condensed statement of activity for the year ending June 30, 2014.

For complete audited financial statements, visit  
www.nilc.org/financialinformation.html. 

*Many of these grants are multi-year grants. The full amount of the funding from those grants was recorded as received 
during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2014, although a portion of those funds are temporarily restricted for work that 
NILC will carry out in subsequent fiscal years.

**In July 2010, NILC entered into an agreement with the United We Dream Network (UWD) to serve as the group’s fiscal 
sponsor until it could obtain its own tax-exempt status as an independent, nonprofit organization. The grants NILC 
received on behalf of UWD are reflected separately from grants awarded in support of NILC’s work. 

Total Revenue & Support $4,996,762

Grants – NILC* 4,142,542

Grants – United We Dream Network**                                                                      187,325

Contributions 341,640

Special Events                                                                                                                  202,116

Litigation Settlement                                                                                                      101,672

Miscellaneous Income                                                                                                    302

Investment Income                                                                                                         15,843

Training and Conferences                                                                                              5,322

Total Expenses $6,516,373

Program Services 5,636,502

Supporting Services

– Management & General 643,869

– Fundraising 236,002

Change in Net Assets* $1,519,611

Net Assets – Beginning of Year 6,468,777

Net Assets – End of Year $4,949,166

“The immigrant community has a great advocate in the National Immigration 
Law Center. In this current political climate, we can count on their analysis 
to help us ensure that all families-regardless of where they were born-are 
treated fairly. NILC’s keen understanding of the complex interplay between 
immigration, health care, tax, and labor law makes them a reliable resource.” 

—Senator Harry Reid

Expense
Breakdown

Program Services—86%

Managment & General—10%

Fundraising—4%
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