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State Laws Providing Access to Driver’s Licenses or Cards,
Regardless of Immigration Status

Last updated SEPTEMBER 2021

State | Bill No. ?iagtnee d EDf:te:tlve Description/Requirements
CA AB 60, as October 3, | January 1, | Driver’s license for individuals who cannot show proof of
amended by 2013 2015 authorized presence, as well as other state residents who
SB 853 (June 20, choose not to obtain a REAL ID license. DMV, with input
2014) and by from stakeholders, to designate documents required to
AB 1660 (Sept. establish identity and state residence. “Federal Limits
19, 2014) and by Apply” to appear on front of license. “This card is not
SB 244 (Sept. 28, acceptable for official federal purposes. This license is
2018) issued only as a license to drive a motor vehicle ...” to
appear on the back. DMV may make other changes to the
extent necessary to comply with REAL ID. Includes
antidiscrimination and privacy protections.
co SB 13-251, as June 5, August 1, Driver’s license or state ID card for individuals who
amended by SB 2013 2014 provide proof that a Colorado income tax return was filed
194 (June 5, in the prior year and current state residence, or proof of
2014) and SB 87 24 months of continuous state residence; an Individual
(May 31, 2014) Taxpayer ldentification Number (ITIN) or Social Security
and SB 108 (May number (SSN); and a passport, consular ID card, or
18, 2018) and military ID document. DLs issued under this provision
SB 139 (May 28, shall be marked “Not valid for federal identification,
2019) and voting, or federal public benefits purposes.” Provides
SB 199 (June 25, licenses to individuals who are temporarily lawfully
2021) and present in the U.S. as well as undocumented individuals.
SB 131 (June 25, Includes confidentiality provisions.
2021)
CcT HB 6495 June 6, January 1, | Driver’s license for individuals who cannot show proof of
as amended by 2013 2015 lawful presence or SSN, if show proof of identity,
HB 6366 (June residency, affidavit promising to legalize when eligible.
19, 2015) Excludes those who have been convicted of a felony in
Connecticut. License is “for driving purposes only” and
cannot be used as proof of identity for voting. Shall
include an indication that the license is not acceptable for
federal identification or voting purposes. Working group
will examine methods of verifying foreign documents.
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http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/13-14/bill/asm/ab_0051-0100/ab_60_bill_20130912_amended_sen_v93.pdf
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140SB853&search_keywords=
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140AB1660&search_keywords=
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB244
https://dmv.colorado.gov/sites/dmv/files/SB251.pdf
http://www.leg.state.co.us/Clics/CLICS2014A/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/E4E4F09321D866AD87257C620057A8A0?Open&file=194_enr.pdf
http://www.leg.state.co.us/Clics/CLICS2014A/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/E4E4F09321D866AD87257C620057A8A0?Open&file=194_enr.pdf
http://www.leg.state.co.us/Clics/CLICS2014A/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/28C9FA45B297421087257C300005BBFC?Open&file=087_enr.pdf
http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/SB18-108
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb19-139
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/SB21-199
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb21-131
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2013/ACT/PA/2013PA-00089-R00HB-06495-PA.htm
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2015&bill_num=6366
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State

Date
Signed

Effective
Date

Description/Requirements

DE

June 30,
2015

January 1,
2016

Driving privilege card for otherwise-eligible individuals
who do not show proof of legal presence but provide
proof of identity; have filed or been claimed as a
dependent on Delaware taxes for 2 years; cards to be
marked “Driving Privilege Only” and “Not Valid for
Identification.” State and federal criminal history checks
are required. If an alias is identified, applicant must
resolve conflict prior to becoming eligible; includes
confidentiality provisions. Task force to reconvene June 1,
2016, to analyze and make recommendations for
modifying or improving the program.

DC

B20-275

November
18, 2013

May 1,
2014

Driver’s license, valid for 8 years, for individuals who have
resided in DC for more than 6 months, have not been
assigned or are ineligible for an SSN, provide proof of
identity, date of birth and residency. “Not valid for official
federal purposes” on face of card in smallest font size
otherwise on the card. Additional changes only to make
the card more similar to other licenses or to the minimum
extent necessary to comply with DHS requirements.
License cannot be used to consider an individual’s
citizenship or immigration status or as a basis for criminal
investigation, arrest, or detention. Includes confidentiality
provisions.

HI

HB 1007

June 30,
2015

January 1,
2016

Limited-purpose license for individuals who do not
provide proof of authorized presence in the U.S. Must
show proof of identity and residency. The licenses will be
marked “not acceptable for official federal purposes” on
the front, with language on the back confirming that the
license does not establish eligibility for public benefits,
employment, or voting. May be modified only to the
extent needed to conform to the REAL ID Act. Includes
antidiscrimination and confidentiality provisions.

January
27,2013

August 13,
2021

November
28, 2013

August 13,
2021

Temporary visitor’s license for drivers ineligible for Social
Security number who do not have proof of authorized
presence. Must present an unexpired passport or
consular ID. License may not be used for identification
and must contain a notice on its face stating this in capital
letters. The 2021 law prohibits the use of facial
recognition searches or photos obtained in issuing a
driver’s license or ID card for immigration enforcement
purposes.

MD

SB 715

May 2,
2013

January 1,
2014

ID or DL for otherwise eligible individuals who do not
have evidence of a lawful status or a Social Security
number. Must show that filed Maryland tax return or
resided in Maryland and was claimed as dependent on tax
return for past two years. Not acceptable for official
federal purposes. Distinguishable in color or design from
other licenses/IDs. Must state on its face and in machine-
readable zone that it is not acceptable by federal agencies
for official purposes. May not be used to purchase a
firearm.
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http://legis.delaware.gov/
http://dcclims1.dccouncil.us/images/00001/20131118115944.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1007&year=2015
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/fulltext.asp?Name=097-1157
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=225&GAID=16&DocTypeID=SB&SessionID=110&GA=102
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2013RS/Chapters_noln/CH_309_sb0715t.pdf
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NJ

A4743/53229

December
19, 2019

January 1,
2021

Standard basic driver’s license or nondriver ID card for
individuals who present proof of identity, age, and state
residence. Applicants must provide an SSN or ITIN or
indicate that they are ineligible for an SSN. Standard
licenses will note that they are not acceptable for official
federal purposes under REAL ID. Standard licenses are not
proof of U.S. citizenship or lawful immigration status and
may not be used as a basis for investigation, arrest,
prosecution, or detention. State and local officials,
including law enforcement, shall accept standard basic
driver’s licenses and ID cards as proof of identity, age, and
state residence. Includes confidentiality and
antidiscrimination provisions.

NM

HB 99 as
amended by
SB 278 (April 2,
2019)

March 8,
2016

May 18,
2016

Individuals with a lawful status as defined in the REAL ID
Act can apply for either a REAL ID license or a standard
driver’s license. Those who do not show proof of lawful
status may apply only for a standard driver’s license. Must
provide proof of identity, age, and state residence. State
and local public agencies and public accommodations
must accept standard licenses for all purposes for which a
REAL ID license would be accepted. Standard licenses are
marked “Not Intended for Federal Purposes.”

NY

A3675
as amended by

A9508B/S7508

June 17,
2019

April 3,
2020

December
15, 2019

April 3,
2020

Driver’s licenses available to individuals who provide
proof of identity and age. Must provide a Social Security
number or affidavit declaring that a number has not been
issued to the person. Licenses shall be marked “Not for
Federal Purposes” and, except as required to comply with
federal law, shall be physically identical to REAL ID
licenses. Application forms shall not indicate a person’s
citizenship or immigration status, the documents
presented to prove age or identity, or whether the
individual presented an SSN or affidavit. Licenses shall not
be used as evidence of a person’s citizenship or
immigration status, and shall not be the basis for an
investigation, arrest, or detention. Includes confidentiality
and privacy provisions.

NV

May 31,
2013

January 1,
2014

Driver authorization card available for one-year periods,
for individuals who can present documents establishing
proof of identity, age and residence. Distinguishable only
in the minimal manner necessary to comply with REAL ID
criteria. May not be used to determine eligibility for
benefits.

OR

HB 2015

August 9,
2019

January 1,
2021

Applicants for a non—REAL ID driver’s license or
identification card must provide proof of identity, date of
birth, address, and either a Social Security number or a
written statement that they have not been issued one.
Non—REAL ID licenses may not be used as evidence of the
holder’s citizenship or immigration status for any
purpose; includes antidiscrimination, education, and
outreach provisions.
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https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bills/BillView.asp?BillNumber=A4743
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bills/BillView.asp?BillNumber=S3229
http://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/16%20Regular/final/HB0099.pdf
https://www.nmlegis.gov/legislation/legislation?chamber=S&legtype=B&legno=278&year=19
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=%0D%0A&leg_video=&bn=A03675&term=2019&Summary=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=%0D%0A&leg_video=&bn=A9508-B&term=2019&Summary=Y&Text=Y
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?term=2019&bn=S07508
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/77th2013/Bills/SB/SB303_EN.pdf
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019R1/Measures/Overview/HB2015
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PR

P C0900

August 7,
2013

August 7,
2014

Three-year provisional driver’s licenses for individuals
who cannot show proof of authorized presence and who
have lived in Puerto Rico for at least one year. Must
present consular ID or passport. Licenses will have distinct
design or color and will indicate that they are not
acceptable by federal agencies for ID or other official
purposes. Regulations will specify documents needed to
establish identity, residence, ineligibility for a Social
Security number, and will ensure that records are not
used to discriminate against provisional license holders,
and limiting disclosure, in the spirit of protecting
confidentiality.

uT

SB 227 as
amended by

2015,c. 348,81
and by
2016, c.29

SB 34

March 8,
2005;
March 30,
2015; and
March 17,
2016

March 16,
2021

March 8,
2005; July
1, 2015;
and May
10, 2016

May 5,
2021

One-year driving privilege card for individuals who do not
present a Social Security number. Must show documents
verifying identity and Utah residence. Driving privilege
card is distinguished from driver’s licenses and includes
the statement “FOR DRIVING PRIVILEGES ONLY—NOT VALID FOR
IDENTIFICATION.” Applicants must submit fingerprints to be
checked against local, state and regional criminal records
databases. ICE must be notified of any new or existing
criminal history information or warrants disclosed in a
check of those databases. The fingerprints must be kept
in a separate file for future checks of the databases. The
2021 law bans the use of facial recognition technology to
scan driver’s license databases, with certain exceptions,
and prohibits government entities from using facial
recognition systems for civil immigration enforcement.

S 38, as
amended by

S. 314 (June 12,
2014)

June 5,
2013

January 1.
2014

Operator’s privilege card or state ID card for individuals
who cannot establish proof of legal presence, if establish
name, date and place of birth. Foreign passports, consular
IDs, and various documents proving Vermont residence
accepted. Lawfully present individuals who are ineligible
for a REAL ID—compliant license shall be eligible for an
operator’s privilege card. Cards will be marked “not valid
for federal identification or official purposes.”

VA

SB 34, as
amended by

HB 2163 (March
30, 2021)

April 22,
2020

January 1,
2021

Driver privilege card (DPC) for individuals who do not
submit the proof of citizenship or immigration status
required for a REAL ID license. Applicants must have
reported income from a VA source or have been claimed
as a dependent on a VA tax return in the preceding 12
months. DPC confers the same privileges as other driver’s
licenses unless otherwise indicated. The front will be
identical to other non—REAL ID licenses; the back will be
identical in appearance to the restriction on the back of a
limited-duration license, permit, or special identification
card. Includes confidentiality protections.
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https://sutra.oslpr.org/osl/SUTRA/anejos_conv/2013-2016/%7bB4093E90-2A02-46BC-8649-80BD597BEB6D%7d.pdf
http://www.le.state.ut.us/%7E2005/bills/sbillenr/sb0227.htm
http://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53/Chapter3/53-3-S205.5.html?v=C53-3-S205.5_2015051220150701
http://le.utah.gov/%7E2016/bills/static/SB0129.html
https://le.utah.gov/%7E2021/bills/static/SB0034.html
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/docs/2014/Acts/ACT074.pdf
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=201&typ=bil&val=sb34
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?212+ful+HB2163ER
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. Date Effective A .
State | Bill No. Signed Date Description/Requirements
WA HB 5008 May 16, July 23, Except for enhanced driver’s licenses and ID cards,
2017 2017 standard driver’s licenses and ID cards shall be marked to

(NoOTE: driver’s
licenses have
been available to
state residents
regardless of
immigration
status for
decades)

comply with the REAL ID Act’s requirements. Standard
licenses shall be available to U.S. citizen and noncitizen
state residents, regardless of their immigration status. No
inferences about an individual’s citizenship or
immigration status can be made based on the type of
license presented, and a standard license cannot be used
as a basis for investigation, arrest or detention.

Applicants must present proof of identity as established
by the department. Current list of acceptable documents
is posted on the department’s website.
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http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5008.PL.pdf
http://www.dol.wa.gov/driverslicense/idproof.html
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